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Karen Countryman-Roswurm, assistant 
professor of social work, is on a mission to 
end the sex trafficking of young people in 
Wichita. 

for a state with a strong abolitionist history, 
it is ironic to her that this modern form of 
slavery thrives in Kansas. Overall, the abuse 
looks the same and is similar in activity. 

“there’s someone in power taking advantage 
of another person,” she explained. “the 
victims are under someone else’s power with 
no appropriate exchange. the perpetrators 
prey on the weak.” 

she is especially motivated to change the way 
people view sex trafficking victims between 
the ages of 12 and 22.

“the most important thing to realize is that 
these youth are victims and survivors—-not 
criminals,” countryman-Roswurm said.  
“they are not in this situation by choice.”

Risa Rehmert of the Wichita children’s 
Home street Outreach program has no doubts 
that countryman-Roswurm will make great 
changes in this area. 

“Karen is a triple threat,” said Rehmert.  
“she has life experience qualifying her for 
changing the world. she has work experience 
qualifying her for changing the world. she  
has school experiences qualifying her for 
changing the world.”

“she is fired up about justice for the most 
vulnerable,” Rehmert said.

Brien Bolin, associate professor and director 
of the school of social Work, agrees that 
countryman-Roswurm’s influence and ability 
to address the issue of sex trafficking of 
youth is immeasurable.

“Karen’s community impact is enormous. she 
brings a voice to those who do not always 
have the ability to speak out on this serious 
issue of social and economic justice,” Bolin 
said. “she is able to raise our consciousness  
to this hidden social issue.”

Nature and Scope of trafficking
the clinical term domestic minor sex 
trafficking (dMst) is used by social 
service professionals to describe 
transactions involving the exploitation and 
commoditization of youth through use 
of coercion, fraud, manipulation or force. 
Victims are recruited, retained, provided or 
transported for the purpose of sexual activity 
in exchange for food, shelter, clothing or 
money. in many cases, the person controlling 
the victim also forces them to take drugs.  
if they become addicted, their dependency 
upon the perpetrator for survival increases.

Many times these victims are whom social 
workers describe as homeless, runaway or 
throwaway youth. their families may be 
absent or preoccupied with personal issues. 
Usually the youth are without safe housing 
and resort to sleeping where they can: on 
acquaintances’ couches; in building stairwells, 
outbuildings, cars. from the age of 12 (and 
sometimes younger), they are forced to 
participate in sexual activities against their 
will in order to survive. frequently they are 
female, but not always. 

through hundreds of interviews and 
therapy sessions with sex-trafficked youth, 
countryman-Roswurm discovered many 
came from broken homes where they or 
other family members had been emotionally, 
physically or sexually abused. she also found  
a strong correlation between domestic 
violence and sex trafficking. 

Ending modern day slavery 
focus of professor’s work
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“People who have the most risks and are most 
vulnerable are often subjected to other types of 
abuse,” she said. “the majority of young people  
in sex trafficking are really incubated in trauma.” 

in many cases, she said, “initially, young women  
are subjugated by those they view as boyfriends  
or caretakers.” 

However, a growing number of dMst victims are 
from what may be viewed as seemingly average 
middle-class homes. 

Perpetrators scour social networking sites 
looking for lonely kids. particularly vulnerable are 
young females spending too much time on their 
computers, unchecked, while their parents are 
working or struggling with personal issues. Once  
the child decides to meet her new online “friend,” 
the door has opened to the potential for sex 
trafficking. 

Domestic minor sex trafficking in Wichita
Because of Wichita’s location on i-135 and near 
proximity to i-70, the city has become a hub for 
sex trafficking. Victims can be held in Wichita 
for perpetrators living here or for those traveling 
through town. the youth also may be taken against 
their will to major cities across the United states.  
a victim may be in Wichita one day and dallas  
the next. 

“Organized rings across the country train and 
interact with each other,” countryman-Roswurm 
said. “they network and sell victims among each 
other. if they have a problem with one of their 
“girls,” they will sell her to another ring. if one ring 
is looking for a certain age group or gender, another 
ring might sell one of their victims to them.”

a study countryman-Roswurm concluded in 2012 
demonstrated the severity of the issue in Wichita. 
the 258 youth she interviewed received services 
from the Wichita children’s Home, WcH’s street 
Outreach program or member agencies of the  
anti-sexual Exploitation Roundtable for community 
action organization based in Wichita. their ages 
ranged from 8-22.
• 35 percent were male; 64 percent, female;
• The mean age was 15.6;
• 51 percent were Caucasian; 25 percent, African 

American; 13 percent, Hispanic;  
2 percent, Asian; 2 percent, Native American; 7 
percent, other. 

Of these participants:
• 68 percent said they were pressured, 

guilted or intimidated into sexual activity 
by someone they knew; 

• 68 percent had been raped or sexually 
assaulted; 

• 47 percent had been propositioned to go 
on a “date,” strip or provide sexual favors. 
They were offered shelter, food, money  
or drugs in exchange; 

• 40 percent said they were “forced, frauded 

and/or coerced to exchange intercourse, 
stripping or other sexual favors for food, 
shelter, money or drugs.”

countryman-Roswurm said that despite 
information she derived from her study, data  
is still difficult to get and is not well-tracked.  
this is because domestic minor sex trafficking 
activities are poorly identified.

“Every day dMst goes unnoticed because service 
professionals are not trained to identify indicators,” 
she said. she has a plan to fix that and a new 
weapon in her arsenal.

Wichita state recently opened the center for 
combatting Human trafficking and countryman-
Roswurm is its executive director. the center will 
work with students, professionals and agencies 
to prevent human trafficking; identify, intervene 
and evaluate cases of human trafficking; and help 
human trafficking survivors. 

“ccHt will train and educate others, which is  
critical to communities at all different levels,”  
she said. “social service providers, educators,  
health care workers and law enforcement personnel 
need the ability to identify issues and cases.”

the center will also collect and manage data, which 
will be critical to combatting dMst in this region. 

in addition to social service providers, educators 
and law enforcement, countryman-Roswurm 
anticipates doing a lot of training for health care 
workers because health facilities are often the  
entry point for survivors. However, health care 
providers are not always adequately trained to 
identify dMst victims. 

“Health care providers are likely to see cases,  
as they are viewed by the victims and perpetrators  
as the most neutral and create a lesser amount  
of distrust,” she said. “these are not people  
who will seek out teachers and social workers  
for help, but they will go for medical attention.”

Keys to preventing trafficking
at first glance, one might think the way to address 
sex trafficking is by fixing broken families and 
removing gaps in social services. 

“it seems simple, but it’s not,” countryman-
Roswurm said. “if we are to solve human trafficking, 
we have to address racism, poverty, education, and 
the commodity of sexualization of women and 
children. it’s a piece of a larger societal problem.”

Knowing that for many victims the process begins  
in the home, she also advocates for stronger 
parenting and family bonds. 

“Raise children to be self-confident, supervise 
internet use and provide opportunities for them 
to explore what they believe. doing these simple 
things make youth less vulnerable,” she said.  
“at the same time, and above all, we must  
decrease the demand for trafficking.”

Model United Nations 
students learn 
political skills, 
clear invasive species

students participating in the Model United 
Nations (MUN) program this academic year 
have traveled to the Galapagos islands, 
Equador, st. Louis and chicago. students 
in the MUN program act as “diplomats” 
for a foreign country. they follow a 
simulation of U. N. activities, including 
committee meetings, where they address 
global problems such as human rights 
and environmental protection. At each 
conference, MUN presented awards to 
Wichita state students individually or as  
an entire delegation. Michael Brinkman, 
Jon Abrahamsen, Luis Carbajal, Darren 
Beckham and Spencer Nelson represented 
china at the Latin american MUN conference. 
they won the distinguished delegation 
award for their efforts. 

this Latin american conference was unique 
in that it was held in the Galapagos and 
attracted student delegates from around 
the world. following the formal conference 
proceedings, all conference delegates 
participated in community service projects 
on the islands. Wichita state students used 
machetes to clear invasive vegetative species 
from the shores of san cristóbal island’s 
freshwater lake. students also spent two 
days in the capital city of Quito and visited 
the host institution, University of san 
francisco de Quito.

at the Midwest MUN conference in  
st. Louis, students won these awards:  
Casey Donnell, Sean McLemore, 
Brittany Thurman, Outstanding 
delegation, Ecosoc Plenary (Japan); 
Daniel Flynt and Josh Walker, 
Outstanding delegate, Ga 3rd (Japan); 
Casey Donnell, Outstanding delegate 
and delegate’s choice, Ecosoc (Japan); 
Darren Beckham, Outstanding delegate 
and delegate’s choice, security council 
(Guatemala); Andrea Tuque, Position Paper 
award and Honorable Mention, cNd (chile).

Wichita state students participating in the 
american MUN conference in chicago won 
the following awards: Cassie Standley and 
Casey Donnell, Exceptional Representation 
for Honduras in second committee; and 
Oscar Flores, Shaelynn French, 
Casey Donnell, Cassie Standley, Adam 
Lofland, Daniel Flynt, Overall Best 
delegation (Honduras).

Carolyn Shaw, associate professor of 
political science, advises Model UN and 
helped students prepare for the conferences. 



Now in her early thirties, Karen Countryman-
Roswurm has spent approximately half of 
her life serving young people. she began her 
professional career with the Wichita children’s 
Home as an outreach worker in the street 
Outreach Program. A licensed master social 
worker and community psychologist, she has 
experience as a therapist, youth program founder 
and coordinator, researcher and advocate. she is 
nationally recognized for her work with homeless, 
runaway and throwaway youth, particularly those 
who are victims of sex trafficking.

as the founder for the anti-trafficking/anti-
sexual Exploitation Roundtable for community 
action, she organizes multidisciplinary 
collaborative efforts to prevent, intervene and 
reduce domestic sexual exploitation. 

Having personal experience as a homeless youth 
made her aware of the dangers and pitfalls of 
horrendous street life. However, the incident 
that crystallized her career commitment to 
sex-trafficking victims involved a client, a 
young woman, whom she met when working on 
the Midwest Longitudinal study of Homeless 

Faculty Spotlight: Karen Countryman-Roswurm

1. Dress: Notice sudden changes in wearing  
more sexualized clothing and/or the sudden 
obtainment of many new clothes without  
an appropriate explanation as to how such  
clothing was purchased.
 
2. Language: Pay attention to a change in 
language and/or the use of new sexualized 
street slang. Furthermore, pay attention to 
the content of discussion. Is the young person 
talking about spending time with a “boyfriend” 
who is often surrounded by several other 
underage girls/boys; going on many “dates”  
in which items of monetary value are received; 
or hanging out in motels?
 
3. Extreme and quick attachment: Did the 
young person just meet someone whom they 
are suddenly bonded to in a manner that is not 
based on time and consistent trust?
 
4. Protection: Is the young person in need  
of forms of sexual protection, but are they 
afraid as to the amount of protection in their 
possession (e.g. possibly in fear that they  
may be picked up by law enforcement for 
possible solicitation)? 

5. Multiple sex partners: Does the young 
person seem to have a large number of sex 

© Karen Countryman-Roswurm. Used with permission.Potential signs of trafficking and exploitation

 12. Injuries/signs of physical abuse and/or 
torture: Do they have injuries and are unable to 
explain how such injuries occurred? Do they seem 
fearful of talking with you about who perpetrated 
the abuse?
 
13. Cross-generational relationships: Is there a 
strong potential for a relationship power imbalance?
 
14. Signs of branding: Are they marked as 
someone’s property? Look for the wearing of jewelry; 
or burns and/or tattoos that indicate that they are 
the property of someone else (e.g., pimps will often 
tattoo their names on the necks, breasts, or backs of 
their DMST victims) and/or that they are sexualized 
in some form (e.g., “money maker” or “rump 
shaker”).
 
15. Risk factors: What do you know of their 
personal life? A history of physical and/or sexual 
abuse or neglect serve as possible indicators of DMST 
subjugation.
 
Resources
• Wichita State University Center for Combatting  

Human Trafficking, wichita.edu/humantrafficking
• Office of Kansas Attorney General Derek Schmidt,  

www.ag.ks.gov
• Wichita Children’s Home, www.wch.org
• U.S. Department of State, www.state.gov/g/tip 
• U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,  

www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking/index.html 
• Polaris Project, www.polarisproject.org
• National Center for Missing and Exploited Children,  

www.missingkids.com

partners with whom they have no emotional 
bond?
 
6. Possession of hotel/motel room keys:  
Do they have hotel keys? Hotels/motels are  
a primary location in which DMST occurs.
 
7. Excess amount of cash: Does the youth 
obtain money without an appropriate explanation 
as to how such money was earned?
 
8. Fake ID/Lying about age: Are they truthful 
about their age? Young people are often dishonest 
about their age as a means to conceal the illegal 
sexual interactions with adult predators and/or 
to obtain access/employment at strip clubs, porn 
stores, bars, etc.
 
9. Eye contact: Is the youth unable or fearful  
to make eye contact?
 
10. “Boyfriend”: Is there a presence of an 
overly controlling and abusive “boyfriend” who 
keeps close tabs on the young person’s every 
movement? 
 
11. STI/STD infections, multiple unplanned 
pregnancies, etc.: Does the youth not know how 
or by whom such infection and/or pregnancy was 
obtained? 

adolescents. Her client’s boyfriend/pimp was 
sexually exploiting the young woman. He physically 
attacked countryman-Roswurm and her client (five 
months pregnant and under the age of 18) when 
countryman-Roswurm arrived to pick her up for 
an interview. in the conversations that followed, 
countryman-Roswurm realized how the paucity 
of appropriate legislation and the young woman’s 
near lifelong victimization through incest and 
sexual exploitation created a situation that allowed 
domestic minor sex trafficking to flourish—–and 
countryman-Roswurm had seen the face of it 
firsthand. 

When asked what she wanted her career legacy to 
be, countryman-Roswurm broadened the focus to 
encompass her life legacy.

“i want to die knowing that i’ve made the world a 
better place with regard for human rights, freedom 
and respect of women and children, their sexuality 
and use of sexuality,” she said. “Out of great pain 
and tragedy can come great change. i want to be 
that symbol for the weak and marginalized. to do 
this i must be the voice for others who can’t stand 
up for themselves. i want to be remembered for 

promoting an equal  
playground for people  
from all walks of life, for  
people to overcome and  
not only contribute, but  
come out of traumatic  
pasts and enjoy life.”

to retreat from the dark  
nature of her work,  
countryman-Roswurm  
spends time with her family  
(husband, Robert; son,  
Bradley; and daughter,  
Isabella). they love watching WsU basketball, 
whether at Koch arena or on tV. Her greatest  
pleasure is roller-skating with her family at least  
a few times each month. she also loves to experiment 
with flavor and food, keeping up with her gardens, 
being outdoors, and photographing and scrapbooking 
all these activities. 

a shocker to the core, countryman-Roswurm  
earned a doctorate in psychology, and master’s  
and bachelor’s degrees in social work, all from  
Wichita state University.

Karen Countryman-
Roswurm



Wichita state’s department of philosophy 
may be small in its number of majors (30-35 
annually), but it has mighty influence across 
the university. Known for turning out highly 
successful graduates, the department also 
plays important roles in the General Education 
Program and in providing content to the 
professional schools. 

One outcome of studying philosophy is that it 
helps one look past opinion and faulty reasoning 
in order to consider ideas critically. these skills 
are valuable to all students. 

“What we do is we teach students how to  
think. Not memorize, not emote, but to think; 
how to think logically, clearly, analytically,” 
said David Soles, professor and chair of the 
philosophy department. “i tell my students 
the first day of class that ‘philosophy is the 
discipline that investigates conceptual issues 
through the application of a rigorous, logical, 
analytical method’.”

thinking critically is difficult work. for a 
department that demands much of its  
students, one might wonder about their 
successes. soles is confident that students  
who have majored in philosophy will do well. 

“All philosophy graduates who have applied 
to law school or graduate school have been 
accepted, and all who have gone to grad school 
have received aid,” soles said. “Our students 
typically score in the 90th percentile or above  
on the GRE or Lsat,” national standardized 
exams required for entrance into graduate  
or law programs.

Teaching and mentoring key
in addition to teaching students how to 
think, philosophy faculty steer them towards 
challenging curriculum outside of the 
department. faculty advise students to take 
difficult courses and develop a long-term  
plan when they are ready to declare a major. 

“You have to start your sophomore or junior 
year knowing that you need to score in the 
90th percentile on the Lsat or GRE,” said soles. 
“How do you score at the 90th percentile? Not 
by taking easy courses. We push students into 
courses that we know are going to reinforce that 
kind of rigorous logical and analytical thinking, 
like physics, economics and mathematics.  
that’s why they crush the Lsat. Because the 
Lsat is just a logical reasoning test.”

soles believes students also do well because  
the philosophy faculty adhere to a teaching  
and mentoring focus within the department. 
they also spend time outside of the classroom 
getting to know students personally. this 
support is vital to student success. 

“We see ourselves as being a mentoring, 
nurturing program, really committed to 
education,” said soles. “Everyone in the 

Philosophy prepares students for careers, life

department is genuinely dedicated to high 
quality education. that is one of the things we 
look for when we hire. in fact, that’s our primary 
consideration: How is this person going to be as  
a teacher?”

Ron Matson, interim dean, wholeheartedly 
supports the department’s approach.

“the philosophy department and faculty 
accentuate quality teaching and quality learning,” 
he said. “their students, fairmount college and 
the university reap the benefits of their dedication 
to teaching.”

this dedication is unlikely to wane. 

“teaching is very important to us. We’ve built 
that culture,” said soles. “there’s no one in the 
department who’s not totally committed to the 
importance of teaching and who’s not dedicated 
his or her career to teaching. We’ve turned down 
people who were stellar philosophers because we 
thought they just didn’t have the right attitude 
toward teaching.”

Because of the department’s challenging, yet 
supportive environment, he said, philosophy 
majors do very well. they get into the top doctoral 
philosophy programs in the world such as the 
University of st. andrews (scotland) and the 
University of pittsburgh. Well-known, prestigious 
law schools also admit WsU philosophy graduates. 

“they get into law schools such as Harvard, cornell 
and Rutgers, and they do well in them,” soles said. 
“they don’t just get in, they succeed.”

• is there a god? if there is, what is she like?

• What sort of principles should i use to 
regulate my conduct vis-à-vis other 
people?

• What sort of obligations do i have to 
society?

• Where do you draw the line between 
individual freedom and social control?

• What are the right sorts of methods to 
employ in the physical sciences?

• What are the criteria of explanatory 
adequacy in physics?

• What is a belief? Have you ever heard 
one, seen one, tasted one, smelled one, 
touched one? But yet you claim to have 
beliefs. so what exactly is a belief? this 
is one of the central questions in the 
philosophy of mind. 

What is philosophy and why is 
it important? It’s about the big 
questions every intelligent person 
ought to think about, Soles said, 
giving the following examples.



major roles that will be 
the hallmark of liberal 
arts and science colleges 
in the 21st century.”

Preparing everyone 
for success
soles and his colleagues  
take seriously their responsibility to prepare  
students for career success. 

in fulfilling their obligation to the professional 
schools, soles said, the department offers ethics 
courses to students majoring in engineering, 
computer science, health professions and 
business.

“We are introducing students to some of the 
major ethical issues they are going to confront  
as professionals,” said soles. “We are also 
providing them the resources to think about  
new problems in the professions as they arise.” 

He uses the example of stem cell research  
to illustrate his point.

“When i taught my first medical ethics course  
30-some years ago, we didn’t discuss stem cell  
research because there was no such thing,” he 
said. “then as the issue started to develop, the 
people who took that course had the tools to 
think about those issues critically and clearly 
because the skills they learned in those service 
courses are transferable to new problems.” 

soles also emphasizes the department’s role  
in making Wichita state a university.

“Without a program like philosophy and its 
emphasis on developing critical thinking and 
developing the intellect, we (WsU) just might  
as well become an encyclopedia,” he said.  
“Most information is available online.  
that’s not what a college education is about. 
information without the ability to use that 
information—–that’s worthless. it may even  
be dangerous.”

David Soles

Craig Macy, a 1991 philosophy alumnus, 
recognizes how the major prepared him for  
the Lsat and law school. Now a patent attorney 
for Holland and Hart in Reno, Nev., Macy earned 
his law degree from Harvard University. 

“it was only during Lsat preparation that i 
realized how critical my philosophy training was 
going to be with respect to nailing the exam. 
With two courses in formal logic under my belt, 
the game questions were nearly automatic,” 
Macy said. “the ability to quickly navigate 
verbose, conceptually rich material and instantly 
distill it to its component elements proved 
critical to success in both the exam and the  
law generally. Philosophy, as it turned out,  
was and is the ideal pre-law major.”

Providing service beyond the major
the philosophy faculty have plenty of contact 
with non-majors who take courses to fulfill 
general education requirements. Most 
department faculty teach two sections of 
one introductory course (e.g., logic, meaning 
of philosophy, moral issues), a lower division 
service course (such as business ethics), 
plus an upper division course (for example, 
metaphysics). 

this practice is an example of what some see 
as necessary for the future of liberal arts and 
sciences.

“david and his colleagues have developed 
a model of instruction and curriculum that 
epitomizes the future of fairmount college and, 
indeed, higher education. the department is 
able to be extremely effective as it successfully 
supports its service role to other colleges and 
builds a most successful major for its own 
students,” said Matson. “the department’s 
total credit hours and number of majors have 
increased by about 50 percent in the past 10 
years. this growth attests to the department’s 
success in doing both the service and quality 

six fairmount college faculty will spend their summers on focused research projects. Wichita 
state’s award for Research/creative projects carries a grant of up to $4,000. criteria for the award 
include soundness and significance of the proposed research/creative project; validity of approach or 
methodology; qualifications of applicant; adequacy of resources; and adherence to allowable costs. 

Summer 2013 recipients and their projects include:
• Joshua Barkan, assistant professor, English, “Mexican tales: New story collection”

• Francis Connor, assistant professor, English, “William shakespeare’s Loves labors lost;  
a critical, Old spelling Edition”

• George Dehner, associate professor, history,” Legionnaires’ disease: past and present”

• Robert Owens, associate professor, history, “Murderers and Mediators: conflict Resolution  
along the trans-appalachian frontier, 1763-1815”

• Mark Walsh, assistant professor, mathematics and statistics, “Understanding the space  
of Metrics of positive scaler curvature Metrics”

• Li Yao, assistant professor, biological sciences, “Biomaterial Microsphere carrying  
Oligodendrocyte progenitor cells for axonMyelination”

Awards support summer research by faculty



Accolades  & Announcements 

Faculty & Staff

Bill Artz, school of community affairs, 
gave an invited paper at the 2013 instructional 
technology conference in Wichita. His 
presentation centered on securing testing  
in the virtual classroom. 

Michael Birzer, professor, school of 
community affairs, worked with the Wichita 
police department’s command staff on 
organizational transformation and issues.  
He also recently received a $32,000 grant  
award from the Kansas department of 
transportation to continue his research  
on racial profiling across the state of Kansas. 

Amy DeVault, assistant professor of 
communication, earned four awards in the 
Kansas professional communicators 2012 
contest: first and second in magazine page 
design; first in pR magazine (editing/creative 
direction); and second in magazine feature 
story. Cheryl Miller, assistant dean, also  
earned several awards: first in personality 
profile, first in editing; second in advertising; 
and third in editing.  Miller also received 
honorable mentions in feature writing, 
personality profile, and specialty articles- 
travel. first-place winners move on to  
compete at the national level.

Ed Flentje, professor, Hugo Wall school of 
Urban and public affairs, was recognized at 
the december 2012 legislative policy summit 
for outstanding service in fostering regional 
cooperation for south-central Kansas. At the 
invitation of the center for information and 
Resources for development, he also traveled  
to Asuncion, Paraguay to participate in the 
public policy and presidential Elections project. 
this trip was the seventh of an eight-part 
series to educate and engage political activists 
on democracy, elections and public policy prior  
to upcoming elections in april 2013. 

Mark Glaser, professor, Hugo Wall school of 
Urban and public affairs, and Misty Bruckner 
and Corinne Bannon, both from the center  
for Urban studies, collaborated with the city  
of Wichita and sedgwick county as part of  
a four-step process to guide a comprehensive 
plan update and to develop and implement  
a multiphase citizen engagement effort. 
Glaser was also recently appointed to the 
publication committee of the american society 
for public administration. this is a prestigious 
appointment to the committee that oversees 
publication of the public administration 
Review, the top rated journal in the field.

Stuart Lasine, professor of religion, has  
been elected vice president of the society  
of Biblical Literature’s southwest region.  

in 2014 he’ll become president-elect and  
then in 2015, president.

Sabrina Perez Glatt, director of field 
practicum, school of social Work, is the 2013 
recipient of the Wayne carlisle distinguished 
service award. the award is presented to an 
unclassified professional who models the 
standard of extraordinary service.

Students

Graduate students Jack Brand, Shen Tao, 
Michelle Dreiling, and professors Deborah 
Ballard-Reisch and Jessica Freeman  
(all from the Elliott school of communication), 
along with Pamela O’Neal, school of Nursing, 
presented at the Kanas Hunger dialogue 
conference. this is a statewide initiative and 
the WsU Hunger awareness team is part  
of the project. Ballard-Reisch represents WsU  
on the planning committee.

Political interns Rachel DeGarmo, Pascal 
Hirwa, Zinnia Khan and James Reynolds 
are in Washington, d.c. this semester.

five graduate students and Patricia Dooley, 
professor, represented the Elliott school 
of communication at the southwest-texas 
popular and american culture association’s 
annual conference. Graduate students  
Taylor Dietterich, Courtney Looney and 
Michael Wood, along with dooley, presented 
a panel, “serial killers, child molesters and 
potheads: the political dimensions of mass-
mediated non-fiction crime stories.” Graduate 
student and lecturer Madeline McCullough 
presented a visual arts paper “A perfect storm 
of photograph innovation, marketing and 
consumer desire: Kodak’s take-it-Yourself 
cameras” and graduate student Ken Ward 
presented “digital dependency: information-
seeking habits of Millennials in distress” in  
a session on the study of apocalypse and 
disaster in culture. 

Michelle Dreiling, graduate student, 
communication, was selected to participate  
in the tenth annual capitol Graduate  
Research summit. 

the american Junior academy of science (aJas) 
recently inducted four area science students 
as fellows. following induction, Andrew 
Holup, Wichita state; Xena Moore and 
Meredith Wolfe, de soto High school; and 
Katie Buhler, Liberty Middle school, pratt, 
presented their research at the American 
association of the advancement of science 
(aaas) poster sessions and the aJas oral 
presentations. they were sponsored by  
Amy Strong, fairmount center for science and 
Mathematics Education, who is also assistant 



director of aJas, treasurer of the National 
association of the academies of science and the 
Kansas academy of science state representative 
to the aaas. the fairmount center serves 
the community as a resource for K-12 science 
and math education. Additionally, the center 
operates the Lake afton public Observatory, 
coordinates the Kansas science Olympiad, hosts 
the Kansas Junior academy of science and 
coordinates the JasON project in Kansas. 

in March, several sociology faculty and five 
students attended the 2013 conference of  
the Midwest sociological society in chicago. 
two undergraduate students, Crystal Miller 
and Cambria Goen, presented a joint research 
poster doing a content analysis of the popular 
tV show, “How i Met your Mother.” their poster, 
“Have you Met ted: Unrealistic sex in Media,” 

won first prize out of 38 submissions in the 
undergraduate poster competition.

Pie Pichetsurnthorn and Andrew 
Claycomb, both biological sciences majors, 
received poster presentation awards at the 
Kansas idea Network of Biomedical Research 
Excellence symposium. the K-iNBRE program 
funds a number of undergraduate student 
scholars. 

sigma Xi, the scientific research society, 
recognized the Wichita state student 
organization with a chapter activity award,  
one of seven distributed among 500 chapters. 
as part of the Kansas academy of science 
meeting, advisor Mark Schneegurt, biological 
sciences, gave a special symposium workshop 
on the ethics of scientific publishing.

Donald Morse Douglas, 88, associate 
professor emeritus, history, died Jan. 15 in 
Wichita. Memorials may be made to the 
alzheimer’s association, 347 s Laura st, 
Wichita, Ks 67211; the american Heart  
association, 8630 E. 32nd ct. N. Wichita,  
Ks 66226; Harry Hynes Memorial Hospice,  
313 s Market st,  
Wichita, Ks 67202;  
or Holocaust  
commemoratives,  
in care of  
congregation  
Emanu-El, 7011 E.  
central ave.,  
Wichita, Ks 67206.

John C. Gries, 72, associate professor of 
geology, died Jan. 18 following a short illness. 
Many geology students knew him because 
of the summer field camp he led in colorado 
most of his 41-year career. at his on-campus 
memorial service Jan.26, alumni and colleagues 
told stories of Gries’ penchant for singing “Oh 
My darling, clementine” and his prowess with 
a dutch oven. He once took second place in the 
Geology society of america National Meeting 
campfire cook-off competition. the Kansas 
Geological society  
recognized him with the  
2013 Outstanding Earth  
science teacher of the  
Year award, adding to  
the numerous teaching  
honors bestowed upon  
him over the years.  
in his free time, he  
founded and served  

as president of the Great plains transportation 
Museum, and actively participated in the Great 
plains Blacksmith association. He also served 
as a consultant with the Wichita city manager 
and Mcconnell air force Base on pollution 
issues. His wife, Toni Jackman, survives 
and is an instructor of geology. Memorials 
have been established at the Great plains 
transportation Museum, 700 E. douglas ave., 
Wichita, Ks 67202, and the WsU foundation, 
1845 fairmount st., Wichita, Ks 67260.

William M. Perel,  
85, former chair,  
mathematics, died  
Jan. 20 in stillwater,  
Okla. Memorial  
contributions  
may be made to  
the parkinson’s  
foundation of  
Oklahoma, 720 W. Wilshire, suite 101H, 
Oklahoma city, OK 73116 or the first Baptist 
church, 720 6th st., pawnee, OK 74058.

Regis Lenora Welch, 82, former instructor, 
English/linguistics, died Jan. 13 in sherman, 
texas. donations can be made to st. Elizabeth 
scholarship fund, st. Elizabeth catholic 
church, 916 Maple st., Bonham, tX 75418.

Milan Zivanovic, 99, former instructor, 
broadcasting and film, died Jan. 23, at home  
in Kansas city. 

Photos courtesy of Special Collections and  
University Archives, Wichita State University  
Libraries and Cheryl Miller.
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dear alumni, faculty, staff and friends -

can you feel the energy radiating from Wichita? Once he arrived on campus, 
President John Bardo began the immediate transformation of Wichita state 
into a university that will be widely known for research and serve a broader region 
beyond Wichita. 

the “Bardo five,” the president’s priorities for WsU, are to:
• Improve overall quality
• Increase enrollment
• Enhance basic research
• Pursue technology transfer
• Improve the quality of student life

fairmount college is anticipating the benefits from this transformation.  
several initiatives have the potential to affect our students, faculty and staff.

Enrollment Management Initiative: Bardo believes we have an enrollment 
capacity of 22,000. His plan is to broaden the diversity of the student body and 
increase the number of non-traditional and part-time students. as Wichita state 
grows, so will fairmount college.

Undergraduate Research Initiative:  Bardo desires to improve the student 
learning experience and increase the overall quality of our academic programming. 
at his inauguration, he announced an undergraduate research fund of $50,000 for 
students to support research experiences with a faculty mentor. fairmount college 
has a long history of including undergraduate students in research, particularly in 
the sciences. 

Campus housing: students will move into a new hall for 700 residents in august 
2014. this residence hall will likely include a growing number of honors students 
and an honors college. Many of the honors courses offered to students encompass 
the liberal arts and sciences and are interdisciplinary in nature.

i am also excited to announce that we recently hired extremely qualified and 
capable faculty to key positions in the college. this includes Kenneth Kriz, 
Regents distinguished professor of public finance, and Matthew Cecil,  
director, Elliott school of communication. Both will begin their appointments  
at Wichita state this summer. 

it is my pleasure to serve as your interim dean. i look forward to exciting times 
under president Bardo’s leadership and believe fairmount college will continue  
to flourish. 

sincerely, 

Ron Matson
interim dean
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