ASSESSMENT FOR 2009-2010 – ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE MAJOR
In the spring of 2010, English instructors in selected courses required of English majors were asked to examine and evaluate the work of students in those courses--this in contrast to the previous year’s survey of recent graduates of the program.

The questionnaires the instructors filled out assessed student performance in nine different categories, which can be grouped under the following more general headings:  cognitive achievement (the ability to identify and distinguish among major genres, literary terms, and distinct periods in English and American literary history); analytical ability (the ability to analyze and read critically literary texts, to understand how literary works are put together to reach their audience at the level of thought and feeling ); and discursive skill (the ability to discuss and write about literature with clarity and sophistication).
The results of the assessment are generally encouraging, as the data compiled indicate.  Using a 10-point scale as a framework, the aggregated surveys indicated that 98% of students were rated above the mid-point, while 90% scored 7 or higher in most categories.  Students were seen as particularly strong in identifying the parts of a literary text and somewhat less strong at genre-identification.  This result is not particularly surprising, given the modern theoretical  practice of calling traditional genre-classifications into question.

Future assessments will be devoted to determining how well students believe they have retained the skills and knowledge they have gained and will thus provide an interesting comparison with present assessment results.  For now, we are satisfied  that students are learning under the system we have in place and do not contemplate making significant changes either in curriculum or teaching methods. 
