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SPTE Results (Front side)
NOTE: Information on the front side of the SPTE results is appropriate for BOTH summative (evaluation) and formative (course improvement) purposes.

Scoring
A Scale Score will give you an idea of where you are relative to the mean of the other classes in the norm base. The Scale Score is designed to have a mean of 5.5 and a standard deviation of 2.0. Most everyone will fall between 1 and 10.

Your Percentile score represents the percent of classes in the norm base for which your score was higher than or equal to.

You will note that you have TWO sets of Scale and Percentile scores. The first (on the left) compares you to the entire university; the second (on the right) compares you to your College/Division.

The Factors: SPTE produces six primary factors and two second order factors that are composites of the primaries.

The Primary Factors:

Course Design: Measures the students' perceptions of the overall organization and layout of the course. 

Rapport with Students: Measures the extent to which the instructor has produced an atmosphere in the classroom conducive to learning with an emphasis on instructor-student interaction.

Fairness of Grading: Assesses perceived grading quality and validity.

Course Value: Assesses perceived usefulness of the course.

Course Difficulty: Measures perceived difficulty of the material presented in the course.

Workload: Measures the amount of work required by the course.

The Second Order Factors are empirically determined composites of the Primary Factors.

Perceived Quality Index (PQI): This is the best single overall assessment of the course. This factor is dominated by Course Design, Rapport, Fairness of Grading and Course Value.

Course Demands: This is an overall assessment of the demands of the course. It is dominated by Workload and Course Difficulty.

NOTE: There is very little relation between these two Second Order factors. The PQI and Course Demands correlate about .04.

The Profile
The Social Science Research Laboratory recently completed a study that examined the relationship of the open ended comments to the numerical scores obtained on SPTE. While there is a high relationship (r=.8), we also found that the numerical scores were notably negatively skewed (there were many more courses at the "good" end of the factors than at the "bad" end). This results in an overly negative interpretation of the numerical scores.

To correct this and give a more accurate assessment of what the scores mean, we developed a profile that directly relates the numerical scores to a sampling of comments that we add to each semester.

Thus there are only four possible "scores" for each factor in the profile: Low, Good, Very Good and High. We feel that this "interpretation" of individual scores provides the most accurate feedback as to how the students perceived the class.


SPTE Results Back Side
NOTE: Information on the back side of the SPTE results is appropriate for ONLY for formative (course improvement) purposes.

There are two boxes on the back of the SPTE results form. The first box is a summary of the factors that dominate the PQI and the second those that mark Course Demands. Under each primary factor are the items most closely related to that dimension.

Inside each box there are five columns:
 Score: This is the actual mean for each item over all the students filling out your SPTE. NOTE: on the SPTE questionnaire itself, sometimes low scores are "good" sometimes "high" scores are good. We have altered the means you see such that high mean scores are always either "good" or "hard."

Scale: Here your item score had been converted to a Scale Score as described above. Here you are being compared to local norms (College/Division).

Percentile: This is the Percentile score for each item based on local norms.

The Graph: The items are also scaled to comments. Here you will see only Low, Good, Very Good or High.

Item Description: This is a paraphrasing of the item to reflect a high score.

The Comment Sheet
The students are given the option of filling out an open ended comment sheet containing four questions:
-  What could the Instructor do to improve the course?
- What did you like about the course and/or instructor?
- Please comment on the effectiveness of computeraided instruction (Blackboard, PowerPoint, e-mail, internet, computer assignments, etc) if it was used for the course.
- Any additional comments?
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