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Irene Campos is a junior at West High School and a 
participant in the North Wichita GEAR UP program. 
She ranks among the top 10 percent of her class. She is 
interested in pursuing a career in criminal justice. Irene 
may at times appear to be quiet and reserved, but if given 
the opportunity, she always commands the attention of 
everyone around her. When faced with a difficult problem, 
she analyzes the situation, evaluates her options, and offers 
sound advice to encourage her peers and resolve the issue. 
One of her goals is to leave a positive legacy for others 
to follow. She welcomes every occasion to get to know 
people, meet them where they’re at, and take them to the 
next possible level. She is a natural leader by choice and by 
consensus.

According to Irene, she summed up her Youth Leadership 
Summit (YLS) summer experience like this: “Being chosen 
to represent GEAR UP was such a surprise for me. I felt 
very honored to be able to represent such an amazing 
program. I was not expecting to meet so many people from 
all over the country at this conference. I got to connect 
and interact with outstanding individuals. I learned how to 
make a difference and put my ideas to work. I am able to 
achieve so much if I put my ideas to work. Thank you for 
this opportunity.”
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National TRIO/GEAR UP Day: Banquet

TRIO/GEAR UP Day continued later that evening with a 
banquet in the RSC ballroom.

Program participants served as event ambassadors, 
welcoming university administrators and other guests. 

Event attendees were welcomed at the registration table 
before being seated in the ballroom.

Campus and community leaders, including Wichita Mayor 
Jeff Longwell, offered remarks during the evening event.

The highlight of the event was honoring current students 
and alumni from each program.

The TRIO/GEAR Up Day banquet was well attended and 
appreciated by all.
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National TRIO/GEAR UP Day: Moments
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National TRIO/GEAR UP Day: Moments
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